INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC ASSOCIATION on PLANNING, LAW, AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
for PLPR Annual Conferences

0. About PLPR Annual conferences

1. What is PLPR?

The International Academic Association on Planning, Law, and Property Rights (PLPR)
is a global community of scholars dedicated to exploring how legal and property rights
systems shape spatial planning and urban development.

2. What is the aim and scope of PLPR annual conferences?

PLPR annual conferences provide a forum for exchange between scholars working on
issues related to planning, law, and property rights. We particularly welcome
interdisciplinary and comparative jurisdictional research and contributions from both
junior and senior scholars alike.

3. What opportunities do PLPR conferences provide?

PLPR conferences provide and promote space for:

« Presentation and discussion of scientific research

« Cross-national and cross-local exchange of perspectives on contemporary
planning and property rights issues

« Mentoring and networking, especially for PhD candidates and early-career
researchers

« Collaborative comparative jurisdictional research and publications

4. What values does PLPR uphold?

PLPR values openness, constructive feedback, and professional and respectful collegiality.
Whether you are a long-standing member or attending for the first time, PLPR offers a
supportive environment to share your work and learn from others.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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5. When is the PLPR annual conference usually held?

The annual PLPR conference traditionally takes place in spring (usually February or
March). Details about our regular schedule are set out below. For organisational reasons,
it is sometimes necessary to deviate from this timeframe.

A. Contributions (abstracts)

1. Who can present scientific research at PLPR events?

Both members and non-members are welcome to present their scientific research at
PLPR's annual conference or periodic regional workshops.

2. What is the general schedule for abstract submissions?

o Mid-July: Call for Abstracts

« End of August: Abstract submission opens

« End of September: Submission deadline

o October: Review process

« First of November: Notification of acceptance
o December: Conference registration opens

These details apply if the annual conference takes place at our traditional time in spring
(February or March). If the conference has to be organized in another month, this dates
may change accordingly.

3. What are the guidelines for abstract submission?

o Length: Maximum 300 words

o Submission: Via online system (linked in the call)

o Full papers: Not required

o Track Assignment: Contributions can be uploaded to general tracks or special
sessions announced

o Multiple submissions: Authors may submit multiple papers. If submissions
exceed capacity, authors may need to choose one paper to present.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
-2-



INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC ASSOCIATION on PLANNING, LAW, AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

4. What types of abstracts does PLPR recognise?
PLPR recognises two types of abstracts:

« Scientific abstracts serve as the standard format for PLPR conference
contributions. This type includes all scientific contributions grounded in
structured research and should ultimately lead to a scientific publication. They
provide a clear description of the research gap, the research design (including
the research question and methods), and the (preliminary) results. These
abstracts are evaluated based on these elements, in addition to their alignment
with the scientific focus of PLPR and the professional and scientific
presentation of the argument. PLPR welcomes abstracts of eatly-stage research,
unpublished studies, and recently accepted or published research.

« Viewpoint abstracts offer a more open format for PLPR conference
contributions. This type enables scientific reflection on any topic relevant to the
PLPR community. Viewpoint abstracts tend to be more holistic and are not
strictly based on structured, empirical research. They are flexible in format but
must align with the PLPR's focus. They may be based on literature reviews,
other grey material, or ongoing discussions among PLPR members.

B. Abstract Review Process

1. How are abstracts reviewed?

All abstracts undergo a double-blind peer review process by at least two reviewers.

2. Who manages the review process?

The PLPR Executive Committee (ExCo) manages the review process.

3. What criteria are reviewers given?

Reviewers are provided with specific criteria based on the type of abstract they are
reviewing,.

e Scientific abstracts are assessed based on their alignment with PLLPR's scientific
focus, and the professional presentation of the argument. They must describe the
research gap, design (including research question and methods), and (preliminary)
results.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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e Viewpoint abstracts are assessed based on whether they fit with the aim and
scope of PLPR and the professional presentation of the argument.

4. How are submissions being handled?

Reviewers consent to a confidentiality agreement.

5. Will authors receive feedback on their abstracts?

Yes, all reviewers are encouraged to provide written feedback to the authors containing
suggestions for improvement.

6. Can abstracts be revised after submission?

No, revising abstracts at a later stage is not possible.

7. Can rejected abstracts be (re)considered for the program?

No, rejected abstracts cannot be (re)considered for the program.

8. When will the review results be communicated?

Review results will be communicated approximately four weeks after the submission
deadline, usually in the first week of November.

9. What happens next after my abstract is accepted?

If your abstract is accepted, here's what you can expect:

1. Notification: You will receive a notification of acceptance around the first week
of November.

2. Conference Registration: You will be invited to register for the conference,
with registration opening in December.

3. Presentation Preparation: You will need to prepare your presentation based on
the guidelines provided by PLPR. This may include creating slides or other
material to support your presentation.

4. Conference Participation: You will present your research at the annual
conference or regional workshop, sharing your findings with the PLPR
community and engaging in respectful discussions with other attendees.

5. Networking Opportunities: Accepted presenters often have the chance to
network with other researchers, professionals, and experts in the field, fostering
collaborations and professional growth.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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C. Presentations
Presentation Guidelines

1. How many presentations are included in each session?

Each session typically includes four presentations.

2. How long is each presentation?

Each presentation is scheduled for 12 to 15 minutes, with an additional 10 to 15 minutes
allocated for Q&A and discussion.

3. How should I bring my presentation?

Please bring your presentation on a USB flash drive. There is no need to submit it
beforehand.

4. When will the final programme be published?
The final programme will not be published before the registration deadline. Typically, it

will be available about two weeks before the conference.

5. Where will the final programme be published?

The final programme will be published on the conference host’s website. The PLPR
website will include a link to the host’s website.

7. Who can I contact for more information?

For any questions regarding the annual conference, please contact the conference hosts.
Their email address will be published on the website. For general questions, do not hesitate
to contact us at info@plpt-association.org.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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D. PhD Workshop

1. When is the PhD Workshop held?
The PhD Workshop takes place on the Monday before the annual PLPR Conference.
2. What is the purpose of the PhD Workshop?

The workshop is designed for PhD candidates to receive mentoring from experienced
researchers, clarify key questions about their projects, and connect with fellow PhD
candidates from the PLPR community.

3. Who is eligible to participate in the PhD Workshop?
PhD candidates at all stages of their research are eligible to participate.
4. What are the requirements to participate in the PhD Workshop?

Candidates must submit an abstract for the main conference. Upon acceptance, they need
to provide a brief research description (with a maximum of three pages) outlining their
PhD project. This description should include the research problem, research questions,
theoretical background, methodology, current progress, and key challenges.

5. Is there a cost to attend the PhD Workshop?

The workshop is free of charge, but registration for the main conference is necessary.
PhD candidates benefit from a discounted registration fee.

6. How will I find out if I am accepted to participate in the PhD Workshop?
Accepted participants will be notified in advance.

7. Who can I contact for more information?
For any questions, please contact the PLPR PhD coordinators at phd@plpt-

association.org.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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E. FAQ: Special Sessions
1. Can members organise special sessions at PLPR events?

Yes, PLPR encourages members to organise special sessions. The content and format can
be developed freely as long as they align with PLPR's goals and scope, maintain quality
standards, and are feasible in terms of organisational requirements.

2. What types of special sessions can be organised?

Special sessions can include:

o Thematic paper sessions

o Sessions with invited contributors
« Book-Launch presentations

e Roundtables / Panels

« Mobile workshops

« Poster presentations

We welcome other innovative and engaging session types. This will be an evolving
process.

3. What is the schedule for special session proposals?

o Mid-June: Publication of the call

« Beginning of August: Deadline for submission of proposals

o Mid-August: Notification of acceptance

o End of August: Consideration for the Call for Abstracts (see Contributions)

4. What is the process for submitting a special session proposal?

o Submission: Use the official form to submit the proposal.

« Review: The PLPR Executive Committee (ExCo) and local host will review the
proposals.

o Abstracts: If the special session involves the submission of abstracts, they will
be subject to the regular review procedure. The chairs/proposers will be
assigned as one of two reviewers.

« Notes: Session organizers may decide to open their session to any submission
on that topic, or alternatively, suggest specific papers to be presented in that
session. ExCo will assign papers accordingly.

For further information visit www.plpr-association.org !
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